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From strength to strength...

50 years ago, Metallifacture started But what of the next 50 years? It's no
designing and manufacturing officient accident that our name has become
mechanical lifting devices for the synonymous with strength, quality and

growing transportation industry. safety. Our continual quest for zero
defects, automated flow production

and advanced quality control systems
are not pipe dreams but a reality.

- Today, we are the most competitive
jack manufacturer in Europe. Our
success is due notjust to our workforce

and suppliers but also to our customers
— Europe’s leading car manufacturers. In short our future looks good.

“Metallifacture Limited

Mansfield Road, Redhill, Nottingham NG5 8PY. Telephone (0602) 264145 Fax (0602) 670133 Telex 37458 Mejong G

-

E&]) REPETITION (TURNED PARTS) LTD.

T AUTONATIC HACHINED PARTS N ALE METALS I
CONGRATULATIONS TO
METALLIFACTURE LIMITED ON 50 YEARS OF
TRADING.

E & ] are pleased to be associated with
Metallifacture Limited. For all your requirements of
multi spindle turned components telephone
021-643-9130 (2 lines)
or 021-631-3627 (Facsimile)

... We have capacity up to and including 2% diameter plus a wide range
of second operation facilities. ‘
Our workforce are familiar with S.P.C. techniques and J.L.T. working
and we operate to BS 5750 PT2 standards.

Registered office:

|7 ANDOVER STREET, BIRMINGHAM B5 5RG
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METALLIFACTURE
= an uplifting business

AYBE in this country
we're just not given
to shouting out about
our successes. You -
could be inclined to
think, reading an

ever-growing list of imports, that
Britain had ceased to make

and a growing share of the
European market. Being best on
price, quality and service has led
to rapid growth over the last few
years, as the automotive trade
remains buoyant and car sales
rise to a peak.

It’s a double effect in fact: the
productivity of UK car manu-
facturing plants has also
increased so that the UK is
getting an increased market
share. Metallifacture has reaped
the benefits. When managing
director, John Clifford, joined
the company in 1985, sales were
£5.5 million. This year they will
be £10.5 million.

The Granger brothers, who
diversified from the family drap-
ery business to found the com-
pany, started in a fairly modest
way making general engineering
components on Canal Street,
Nottingham. Known as Canal
Street Engineering, they disco-
vered a series of businesses: one
making precise grooves for the
machine and latterly the aero-
space industry; one making
coarser screws which were sold
as agricultural jacks and car jacks.
It was an innovative business and
it flourished.

But at no time has it been more
productive than now. Metallifac-
ture builds the staggering
number of 10,000 jacks a day and
supplies all the UK manufactur-
ers — Ford, Austin Rover,
Nissan, Peugeot Talbot, Vaux-
hall, Jaguar and Rolls Royce,
Lotus, Aston Martin and
Panther. Ford Transit vans built

in Belgium carry their jacks; as

ing i ineeri Ford Granadas and Fiestas

anything in the engineering field doall.
at all, and that quality and built in Germany. The numbers
reliability were assets peculiar to produced weekly for each reflect
the Japanese. the market: 14,000 jacks a week
for the Fiesta and the Escort, for

It’s encouraging therefore to
visit somewhere like Metallifac-
ture at Redhill, and to discover
that every single new car made
in Britain is equipped with a car
jack made in Nottingham. Metal-
lifacture has 100% of the UK
market for original equipment

example; 4,500 each for the
Metro and Montego, 58 a week
for Rolls Royce.

There are four basic designs,
named according to shape and
function. Volume cars are split

between the scissor jack and the

BEESTON PRINTERS
) LIMITED ‘

Experts at

The Designing and Printing of
Single and Multipart Continuous Stationery
and Business Forms of every type

wish
METALLIFACTURE LIMITED
continued success and congratulations
on their 50th Anniversary.

Ry

The NRT group of companies

We are pleased to be associated with
METALLIFACTURE LIMITED
and wish them every success for
the future

Have you a requirement?
We are as near as the telephone
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45 Carlton Road, Nottingham NG3 2DL
Telephone: 0602 598711 (10 lines)
Fax: 0602 411171

THE NOTTINGHAM ROPE & TWINE CO LTD
THE NOTTINGHAM PACKING MATERIALS CO
J THE NOTTINGHAM PLASTIC PACKAGING CO

NOTTINGHAM

252424

THE NOTTINGHAM LIFTING TACKLE CO

61




SUPPLIERS
OF
SPECIAL
PURPOSE
MACHINES
TO
METALLIFACTURE
LIMITED

M-d wetmore Road, Burton-on-Trent
I -

ENGINEERING LIMITED

-
n 'la statfordshire DE1a 15H, England
Telephone: Burton (0263 E3G16/E7652
fr o e et e b

THE

Weldling Group

WISH TO CONGRATULATE
METALLIFACTURE LIMITED
ON THEIR 50th ANNIVERSARY

T /4&5%«1 Regucrements

Welding Supplies Ltd.

EDFIELD ROAD, LENTON, NOTTINGHAM NG7 2UJ
elephone: (0602) B62277.

§

Mike Karkut
Ray Seaman

A=
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b Welding Services Ltd.

EDF! ELD ROAD, LENTON, NOTTINGHAM NGT 2UJ.
elephone: (0602} 562277

(AL Hire Ltd.

REDF!ELD ROAD, LENTON, NOTTINGHAM NG7 2UJ.
e: (0602) 862277,

:@Uﬁfﬁ:} Welding Supplies (BOT)Ltdd.

UNIT 2, H.C.M. INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, WETMORE ROAD, Tony Jervis
BURTON-ON-TRENT, STAFFS. DE13 1QR, Telephone: (0283) 47700.

Gas Instrument & Pipeline Services Ltd.
MARSCOTT HOUSE, BRODKHILL ROAD, BROOKHKILL ROAD IND. ESTATE,
PINXTON, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE NG16 6NT. Telephone: (0773) 580418,

6; : o
*Sl-l!lu':s Welding Supplies Ltd.
Q UNIT 3 MIDWAY CENTRE. BRIDGE STREET IND. EST, BRIDGE STREET,

Davis
Welding Supplies Ltd.

UNIT 5, NEWARK ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, LINCOLN LNS BRE.
Telephone. (0522) 41138/39.

Kaeith Brooks

2

?

Crane Wallis

Robert Karkut

Nick Fitzpatrick

CLAY CROSS, CHESTERFIELD, DERBYS. 545 9NU. Telephone [0246) 250020,

Roger Dixon

—

C&L

We are proud to be
associated with
METALLIFACTURE
LIMITED

and wish them continued
success in the future

Coopers
&Lybrand

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND
BUSINESS ADVISERS

22a The Ropewalk, Nottingham NG| 5DT

S

=
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METALLIFACTURE

‘boomerang’ or half-scissor jack;
there’s a pillar jack peculiar to
the Ford Sierra, and there’s the
sturdy bottle jack used mainly for
commercial vehicles. Metallifac-
ture’s Birmingham factory makes
some of the metal components
and “the rest are manufactured
from the raw steel at Armold,
where the company employs 220
men — an integrated, multiracial
workforce that reflects Nottingh-
am’s multiracial mix.

They work in a safety-critical
business. When a driver jacks up
a vehicle, his life is at stake, and
consequently, quality assurance
at the factory is as stringent as
it could possibly be.

“I guess that’s the biggest
change that has occurred in the
automotive components supply
industry over the last few years”,
says John Clifford. “Quality,
quality, quality. I think the
Japanese have been responsible
for that. The quality you got in
a Japanese vehicle five years ago
was so much better than the UK
models that the British manufac-
turer was forced to bring his
quality up. When Nissan stated
that they guaranteed their vehicle
for a certain number of years, it
was a staternent of their confi-
dence in their quality. European

manufacturers had to match thar
in every single thing that went
into the vehicle.

“European-built vehicles were
generally more unreliable. Parts
failed — you only had to look
at the side of the motorways to
see which models were the least
reliable. So the quality standards
that most car manufacturers now
insist upon have revolutionised
our own quality standards, to the
level that what was once a bit
of basic technology is now a piece
of fairly sophisticated technology
when it gets to the vehicle. Qur
controls are sophisticated, syste-
matic, and make sure that a
darned good product goes out of
the door™.

Metallifacture, Arnold, Nottingham.

The company has undertaken

. massive investment to bring

machinery and processes up to
date. The design department,
where until last year, all drawing
used to be done on boards, is
transformed with CAD — com-
puter aided design — and they’re
now in the process of introducing
software which links computer
aided design and computer-aided
manufacture, punching directly
into the machine which produces
the part. Such processes are now
almost standard in large compan-
ies, and in adopting them, Metal-
lifacture are consciously moving
into a new league.

Inside the factory itself, raw
material from British Steel and

manufactured parts from Bir-
mingham enter the production
areas from opposite ends of the
vast interior, and join the process
in the middle. It’s an incredibly
noisy environment, but to a
visitor it’s an exciting, even
exhilarating one. Steel bar comes
into the factory direct from the
mill, with all its scale still att-
ached, and so the steel is first put
through drawing machines to
remove the scale and then
reduced in diameter.

Great hissing, sloshing
machines these are which pump
the steel bar through into the next
batallion of machinery, each set
up to do a different part and all
feeding into the main production.
Automatic machines drill a hole
through the middle of each bar
and put a thread in ready to build
into the jack. In one process, six
machines are worked by two
men: in another, five machines
are worked by one. Everyone’s
busy.

The next set of machines
makes the jack handles, a two-
stage operation that draws from
black bar and bends ready to fit
on to the jack. These processes
are all automatic: a commercial
jack handle, which has no less
than four bends in it, can still
be produced in a single operation
using computer control. But
watching the men at work on the
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Manufacturers of cold rolled sections
as used in the production of
car jacks

MHetallifactune Limited
ou the occadion of thetr SOh
annivendary and wish them eveny
ducceds for the feture

Ridgacre Road, (off Church Lane)
West Bromwich
West Midlands B71 1BB
Telephone: 021-553 5271 (8§ lines)
Q})Z?x: 335702 HILTOP G Fax: 021-500 561 I/

barton cold-form Ud

Kidderminster Road, Droitwich, Worcester WR9 9AG
(0905) 77202 1. Telex 335652G (BC FORM)

847

Suppliers of specialist
cold-formed parts
to
METALLIFACTURE
LIMITED
are proud to be
associated with their
continuing success
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(4 Compressornr ]

el
Congratulate
Metallifacture Limited
on their
50th anniversary
and wish them every
success in the future

Industrial compressors, air tools
and ancillary equipment
SALES - SERVICE - HIRE

OLD GREAT NORTH ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
SUTTON-ON-TRENT, NEWARK, NOTTS.

Sales and Service

\ NEWARK (0636) 821784 /

SUPPLIERS TO
METALLIFACTURE LIMITED
FOR 50 YEARS
CONGRATULATIONS
AND CONTINUED
SUCCESS FOR
THE FUTURE

Barnes & Humby Limited

PRINTERS & THERMOGRAPHERS
KEY STREET - CARLTON ROAD - NOTTINGHAM NG3 2DR
Telephone (0602) 507391

We wish to congratulate
METALLIFACTURE LIMITED
on their 50th anniversary
and wish them every success

for the future
SWIF

FORM ENGINEERING
(WALSALL) LTD.

Hall Lane, Walsall Wood
Woalsall

West Midlands WS9 9AS
Telephone 0543 371916
Fax 0543 452028

Pressworkers, wireworkers,

toolmakers, designers
and jigs and fixtures

Contact: Mr. G. PACE (Director)
Mrs. C. PAVIS (Production)
Mr. |. BRAYCOTTON (Q.A.)

Wish to congratulate

METALLIFACTURE
LIMITED

on their fubilee
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METALLIFACTURE

parts coming off the machines as
they feed into hoppers, you also
sense a natural rhythm there too
and a certain pride in being able
to produce a good product every
time.

At every stage, quality control
procedures come into force. Any
process which affects the critical-
ity of the jack has to be checked
hourly on a standard check list
and the results meticulously
recorded on an inspection sheet.
Anywhere where a machine is
setting controls has to be
checked. We watch a lift arm for
a Jaguar XJ 40 jack under
construction — a combined
design between Jaguar and
Metallifacture. If you can afford
a Jaguar, you want something
special.

Each factory line is dedicated
to a different manufacturer’s
model. One line is already build-
ing volume for the much-
heralded new car from Austin
Rover. The Vauxhall Cavalier
line produces 5,000 jacks per
week for the two UK plants and
a further 1,500 for the General
Motors plant in Antwerp —
business gained over the last
twelve months. Another section
produces Metallifacture’s own
make of jack for the retail trade,

and a consignment of these is

stacked ready to go out.

“We don’t hold any finished
stock”, says John Clifford.
“We’ll be building this morning,
painting this afternoon, dispatch-
ing tomorrow. When you're
building 10,000 jacks a day,
imagine trying to hold them! We
try to hold components only™.
And so in the massive shipping
area of the factory, today’s
shipment was being assembled,
ready for dispatch on the 40-foot
trailer which would arrive at 1pm
to be filled with jacks for Ford
at Halewood, Southampton,
Dagenham, Germany and Bel-

gium. It’s a daily timetable with ~ Computerised Izamﬂe formmg machine.

One of the welding processes.

all the manufacturers, and by
2pm the whole shipping area will
be empty. Some of the jacks
painted this morning will already
have been packed for tomorrow.

“This is the Nissan load for
today”, John Clifford points out,
“painted at 4pm yesterday and
packed off the line. They’re fitted
on-line at Nissan, who have
vetted our quality control proce-
dures and know that the jack will
be okay to fit. We go through
a lot of audits — Nissan come
and double-check our procedures
— and if we created a problem,
we’d have to handle it right back
to the customer”. We watch a
man doing the final assembly of

I m ’ tcc I LTD

PRECISION TUBE ENGINEERS
A FORD Q1 SUPPLIER

Elmsteel are proud to be a supplier of
tube and tubular components to
Metallifacture Limited
and congratulate them on their
50th anniversary

Jacknell Road

Dodwells Bridge Industrial Estate
Hinckley

Leicestershire LEIQ 3BS

Telephone: 0455 251444
Fax; 0455 634137
Telex: 341865 Elmstl G

Congratulations!

To METALLIFACTURE on
reaching their 50th year.

From all at
VISTA LABELS LTD.

— producers of
fine quality labels.

VISTA LABELS LTD.,
349 HEMPSHAW LANE,
: STOCKPORT,

CHESHIRE SK1 4NB
TEL: 061-477 5151
FAX: 061-477 9203 TELEX: 669723 VISTA G.
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a jack after ir’s been through the
painting, baking and_coohng
process. What he’s doing now
will be on a vehicle TOmMOIIOW,
and within three days will be 1n
the boot of a car.

Nissan were impressed when
Merallifacture suggested an
improved product — they were
not used to a UK supplier who
went back and said, ‘look, you’re
buying our product — here’s
something that’s an improve-
ment’. They became interested in
what other capabilities the com-
pany had, and that has led to a
new product for Metallifacture:
the manufacture of the seat
hinges for the rear folding seats.

Ir’s part of a whole expansion
plan for Metallifacture, who are
well aware that a single product
can make them vulnerable. The
components for the hinges will
come in to a new bay, and within
48 hours from receipt of parts the
completed hinges will be shipped
out. “Once we’re happy with the
processes”’, John Clifford says,
“we can then go out and sell
similar products.

“We’ve identified products
where we’re going to expand over
the next four or five years, and
we’re putting £1.8 million expan-
sion capital into the company,

which should almost double our
sales again. We have to be the
best or equal the best in whatever
we rake on, and my job is to make
sure the investment goes right
and gives us the future we
deserve”. To that end John is off
to Japan in November, to get the
technology transfer that will
ensure Metallifacture has the best
in the world.

It’s a dynamic situation. And
it’s not until you take a look at
the quality assurance lab that you
see the extent and the rigour of
the testing processes through
which the company puts it jacks.
One machine simulates what
happens once you take the weight

Quality testing by computer
rig.

Quality checkpoint inspection.
of a vehicle’s suspension when it’s
cleared the floor and the jack has
to take the full weight. They've
got a Nissan jack on it at present
— it will have to do 100 lifts up
and down and stll be in an
operable state by the 101st.

“It’s insurance’, John Clif-
ford points out. “Our product
is always used under distressed
circumstances — a flat tyre,
usually when it’s dark and
raining and usually on the side
of a motorway. Maybe when you
pull the jack out, yow’re already
cross: the slightest thing wrong
with the jack and you’ve got a
major complaint”.

There’s complete freedom at
Metallifacture for any of the
quality assurance team to take

a jack off the line at random and
test it. They’ve never had to halt
the process for a faulty one, but
it’s a good safeguard. In here
there’s equipment to analyse the
solids content of the paint;
sophisticated equipment to ana-
lyse the carbon and sulphur,
sulphur content of the steel to
double-check that it conforms
with British Standard; destruc-
tion testing equipment; devices
to test the structural formation
of a weld; and many more. They
even simulate a car rolling off
a jack, in order to cater for
human disregard of safety
precautions.

That’s how Metallifacture
have earned their reputation for
being the best.

Electrodes and gas rods
Air products gases
Visit our fast and efficient trade counter

Church Street, Lenton, Nottingham
Telephone: 700598

FOSTER & COMPANY

Welding Supplies and Service

Congratulate METALLIFACTURE on their
50¢th anniversary

Suppliers of:-
- Migmaster welding wires .
. Butters M.LG. sets Q
»  Petbow welder generators  *

b

| LEONARD WOOLLEY |-
| LIMITED

AWAITING BS 55750 PART 2 1987 APPROYAL

Wish to congratulate Metallifacture Limited
on their 50th anniversary

STEEL STOCKHOLDERS AND SHEARERS
= SHEARING TO THE TRADE
| STEEL SHEET, STRIP, CIRCLES AND BLANKS IN COLD
REDUCED, HOT ROLLED, PICKLED AND OILED,
ZINTEC AND GALVANISED MATERIAL

44-50 LEOPOLD STREET, BIRMINGHAM Bi20UP |

o

Telephone 021 4402955 Fax 021 4403322

[

CONGRATULATIONS TO
METALLIFACTURE LIMITED
ON 50 YEARS IN BUSINESS

We.are pleased to be suppliers of
Ford cars and lveco/Ford trucks
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DERBY ROAD, NOTTINGHAM
ABBEY STREET, LENTON, NOTTINGHAM
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